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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 February 2006 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) ±A is/are rejected. 

7) |KI Claim(s) 5-17 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)E| All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.^ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1) ^| Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 2/21/2006 . 6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Acknowledgements 



1 . This action is responsive to Applicant's filings up to and including the Information 
Disclosure Statement on 21 February 2006. 

2. This action has been assigned paper number 20090226 for reference purposes only. 

3. Claims 1-17 are pending and have been examined. 



4. Claims 5-17 are objected to under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .75(c) as being in improper form because 
a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any other multiple dependent claim. See MPEP 
§ 608.0 l(n). Accordingly, the claims have not been further treated on the merits. 

5. Additionally, the Examiner notes that the multiple dependent claims 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 15, 
and 16 have only been paid for as regular dependent claims as per MPEP § 608.01(n) G. 2. (b). 
Depending on how these claims are amended, additional fees may be due if they are in proper 
multiple dependent form. 

6. Claims 1-17 are also objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 1 and 9- 
1 1 recite element numbers from the drawings, "(1)," "(2)," etc. Claim 3 recites 

"(PDA)" and "(PCs)" which do not exist in the drawings. Denoting the element numbers and the 
acronyms in the same manner is confusing. The Examiner suggests removing the element 
numbers as one possible solution. The Examiner has done this below when applying the prior art 
to avoid confusion. However, an appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Objections 
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7. Claim 3 recites "(PCs)" next to "a personal computer." "(PCs)" implies there is more 
than one PC. However, "a personal computer" clearly refers to just one. The Examiner's 
position is that Applicant intended just one personal computer and that this intent would be 
recognized by one of ordinary skill in the art. Therefore, removal of the "s" is considered a 
formal matter. Appropriate correction is required. 

8. As a courtesy to Applicant, the Examiner directs Applicant's attention to claim 12 which 
is an improper dependent because it claims a method that depends from an apparatus. 



9. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

10. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

a. Claim 3 recites "a music player/recorder." It is unclear if this is intended to be 
conjunctive or disjunctive. Does this limitation require a device that can both play and 
record music? Or, is it sufficient that the device do one of play or record? For purposes 
of apply the prior art below, the Examiner has interpreted it to be disjunctive and only 
require playing or recording. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 2nd Paragraph 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



1 1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



12. Claims 1-4, as understood by the Examiner, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Date (US 2002/0057901). 

13. As to claim 1, Date shows: 

b. An information recording apparatus incorporating: 

c. a memory device 47 having a defined quantity of storage space ("4.7 GB DVD- 
RAM disc," [0005]), and 

d. an interface 42 for use by a user in initiating the recordal of data onto the memory 
device [0071], 

e. wherein a selected portion of the storage space of the memory device is reserved 
for the recording of data in an emergency situation [001 1] and 

f. the interface is configured such that instructions to record data to the selected 
portion of the memory device are effected by means separate from those used to initiate 
recordal of data in the remainder of the memory device ("This eliminates the need to 
record management information each time a still picture is recorded, thus reducing the 
time needed to record a plurality of still pictures." Still pictures are recorded by one 
means and the management information is recorded by another. [0010]). 
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14. As to claim 2, Date further shows: 

the information recording apparatus is a digital video recording 
apparatus [0023]. 
As to claim 3, Date further shows: 

the information recording apparatus is selected from a music player/recorder 
[0018], a digital camera [0005], personal digital assistant, a personal computer (Figure 
20) or a digital 

telephone ("The recording/playback apparatus may be a special hardware unit or a 
general-purpose hardware unit such as a personal computer controlled by a control 
procedure," [0118]). 
As to claim 4, Date further shows: 

the interface is selected from; a remote control handset ("mouse," 101004), a 
control panel provided on the body of the apparatus ("keyboard," 101005) or an on 
screen menu display from which desired operations of the recording apparatus can be 
selected ("monitor," 101001). 

15. The Examiner finds that because the examined claims recite neither "means for" nor 
"step for," the examined claims fail Prong (A) as set forth in MPEP § 2181 I.. Because all 
examined claims fail Prong (A) as set forth in MPEP § 2181 I., the Examiner concludes that all 
examined claims do not invoke 35U.S.C. 112 6 th paragraph. See also Ex parte Miyazaki, 89 
USPQ2d 1207, 1215-16 (B.P.A.I. 2008)(precedential). If Applicants desire a particular claim 
limitation to be interpreted in accordance with 35 U.S.C. §1 12 6 th paragraph, Applicants should 
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amend their claim(s) to recite "means for" or "step for" accordingly. Like always, Applicants are 
respectfully reminded that any claim amendment must be in compliance with 35 U.S. C. § 1 12 
first and second paragraphs. 



16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOSHUA MURDOUGH whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3270. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

17. If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached on (571) 272-6779. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

18. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Joshua Murdough 
Examiner, Art Unit 3621 



Conclusion 



/ANDREW J. FISCHER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3621 



